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tutions of government under those constitutions, and contained absolute- 
ly nothing in the way of illustrations. They were, therefore, generally 
considered by the average high school pupil to be pretty dull and unin- 
teresting reading. The recent books are dealing with the problems of 
citizenship and are liberally illustrated with charts, graphs, and pictures. 
They are proving to be decidedly attractive and are doing much toward 
making the subject of civics one of the livest and most helpful sub- 
jects in the high school curriculum. The book under review is one of the 
best of this new type of books on civics. 

Like the older books on this subject, Mr. Ashley's New civics is divided 
into three parts. But instead of one part being devoted to local govern- 
ment, another to state government, and another to national government, 
as the old-time texts in civics were divided, this example of the new 
type devotes its three parts to citizenship and society, the government 
and the citizen, and some public activities, respectively. The chapters 
in the first part deal with citizenship, the education of the citizen, the 
American nation, civic organization, and the American home and family. 
Those in the second part are devoted to suffrage and elections, other 
means of popular control, civic liberty and public welfare, public finance, 
city government, state and county government, the national constitu- 
tion, and national government. Those in the third part have to do with 
public health and welfare, labor and industry, commerce, other business 
activities, territories and public lands, and foreign relations. 

Looking over the array of topics arranged under the chapter headings 
that have just been enumerated, one is likely to say with the author that 
"the field of the new civics seems at first glance to lack definite bound- 
aries." Here, in addition to the standard topics in civics, are a great 
variety of matters that have heretofore been counted as belonging ex- 
clusively to the fields of commerce, economics, and sociology. As yet the 
new civics is in the experimental stage. How much farther it will reach 
out into these fields and appropriate subject matter therefrom and 
adapt it to its own purposes, remains yet to be seen. Mr. Ashley has 
done a good piece of work in this attempt to broaden the study of civics 
and make it contribute all the more directly and effectively to the prep- 
aration of boys and girls for the duties of American citizenship. 

E. M. Violette 

Memories of Buffalo Bill. By his wife, Louisa Frederici Cody, in col- 
laboration with Courtney Kyley Cooper. (New York: D. Apple- 
ton and company, 1919. 326 p. $2.50 net) 
The adventures of Colonel W. F. Cody, "Buffalo Bill," as a buffalo 
hunter, Indian fighter, and originator of the "wild west" show have been 
told countless times and in various forms — from the melodramatic dime 
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novels of Ned Buntline to Cody's own memoirs. But it has remained 
for his widow, Louisa Prederici Cody, to give to his admirers another 
side of the adventurous plainsman's career, his domestic life. In her 
Memories of Buffalo Bill, written in collaboration with Courtney 
Eyley Cooper, she recounts many of the exploits which made Cody one 
of America's boyhood's idols; but for the most part the man of 
whom she writes is plain "Will" Cody, the lover and husband. It is a 
romantic, if somewhat sentimental, story of an unusual wooing and a 
married life filled with more adventures and dangers than ordinarily fall 
to the lot of a young husband and wife of this day. 

To the historian, the book is chiefly interesting because of the picture 
it presents of pioneer home-making and life on the Kansas frontier when 
the railroads were first pushing across the plains. Mrs. Cody's girlhood 
was spent in St. Louis, an ante-bellum St. Louis which was a gateway 
to the frontier and in which the lamplighter made his nightly rounds; 
and here in 1865 she met "Will Cody, the union army scout. The next 
year she was accompanying him into the west as a bride, traveling from 
St. Louis to Leavenworth by steamer and then on to Fort Hays by wagon 
train. Here under the most primitive conditions she began her task of 
home-making and had her first experiences with the rough and danger- 
ous life which was to be hers for the next decade. 

At this outpost of civilization she saw her husband, while hunting 
bison under contract with the Kansas Pacific railroad, win the name 
which gave him international fame ; she learned to kill buffaloes herself, 
shooting them from the saddle on the front of which rode her little 
daughter; she met and danced with the redoubtable "Wild Bill" Hiekok; 
she entertained the Earl of Dunraven and the Grand Duke Alexius of 
Kussia in her prairie home; and she participated in many a thrilling 
adventure with the Sioux and the Pawnee who swarmed about the 
country. 

No more typical picture of frontier conditions is recorded than Mrs. 
Cody's account of the boom town of Rome in which her husband planned 
to become a millionaire over night, a dream which ended abruptly when 
the town was picked up, placed on wheels, and moved far from its orig- 
inal site to a place on the railroad — all within twenty-four hours. Of 
similar interest is her story of Cody's career as a justice of the peace at 
their later home in Nebraska ; he performed marriages, granted divorces, 
and dispensed justice in general with only the aid of a book of Nebraska 
statutes and his own idea of common sense. 

Of Buffalo Bill, the actor in Ned Buntline 's melodramas and the 
originator of the "wild west" show, there is much that is old and little 
that is new to his admirers. On the whole, Mrs. Cody in her book has 
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succeeded well in dispelling the haze of the theatrical and the sensational 
which has surrounded Buffalo Bill so long, and her story is none the less 
interesting because in showing her husband in his role of the pioneer, 
she unconsciously pays a high tribute to those pioneer women, of whom 
she was one, who played their important part in the winning of the 
west. 

E. S. W. 

The moral basis of democracy. Sunday morning talks to students and 
graduates. By Arthur Twining Hadley. (New Haven: Yale 
university press, 1919. 206 p. $1.75) 

The eighteen talks — sermons they might better be called — that make 
up this volume were delivered before the students and graduates of Yale 
university during the years 1908-1919. Their arrangement (not chron- 
ological) in book form appears to have been dictated largely by the 
great war and the principles involved therein. In his preface the author 
points out that "the dangers to freedom are more immediate and more 
complex today than they were fifty years ago. ' ' There is a great differ- 
ence between the conditions ruling at the close of the civil war and those 
at the present time when "liberty is threatened from below as well as 
from above." Control is the anchor of democracy. 

The talks which Mr. Hadley has included in his book are well chosen 
for their similarity and continuity of thought and exhibit that personal 
touch induced by the intimacy of college life. There are two sections 
in the volume : the first, of ten talks, is entitled ' ' Ethics of citizenship ' ' ; 
and the second, "Ethics of leadership." As might be expected in any 
series of this nature, there is some duplication of thought and expres- 
sion, while necessarily propositions are stated at times in general instead 
of in specific terms. 

Throughout, the author makes use of history to develop his points, and 
vindicates his arguments by referring to past events and past epochs. 
The one great central theme about which he plays is that the ideals of 
practical Christianity are best suited to the development and safeguard- 
ing of democracy. Indeed, the volume might have been called "The 
moral and spiritual basis of democracy." 

The book is interesting throughout. There is no cant about it, and 
thoughts are expressed in good, vigorous English. It is a good book to 
read at this period in our history when the moral as well as the religious 
fabric of all nations is being pulled between mighty forces. There is 
nothing new in the volume and the author would be the last to claim 
that there is. It is simply a statement, many times repeated, of cer- 
tain elements entering into right, dynamic living. 

James Alexander Robertson 



